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StudentWinners
Brittney Castillo – 1940s 

Brittany Castillo is a student at Art Institute of California in Hollywood. 
She chose a 1940s Balenciaga dress from the Darnell Collection. She 
said that she identifies with simplicity, femininity and luxury, so those 
were three objectives for her creation. She was especially surprised by 
all of the style lines that she was able to pull from the original dress, 
and felt that she was on the same wavelength as the original designer. 

“I wanted to take the woman who would wear that dress from that time 
period and create something that same woman would wear today,” 
said Brittney. “The dress embodies exactly who I am as a designer.”

Brittney focused on marketability and manufacturing. Using neoprene 
and mesh are what brought the dress into the now for her. She feels 
that this fashion competition has allowed her to become an even more well rounded designer 
because it has allowed her to take her detail oriented perspective and apply it with technical 
manufacturing techniques. 

Students in Brittney’s class had the chance to learn Gerber AccuMark® with two different classes- 
a beginner and then an advanced class that focused on different parts of the software. She 
really enjoyed both classes, and felt that the ability to learn AccuMark sped her entire process up 
immensely and eliminated normally tedious steps. She used the AccuMark software to digitize her 
patterns, make adjustments and get the patterns ready for sewing. Entering her garment to the 
Gerber fashion competition was actually her final assignment.
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Natalia Hendrichs – 1950s

Natalia Hendrichs studies at the University of the Incarnate Word in 
San Antonio, Texas. The silhouette of the 1950s Horrockses dress 
that she chose from the Darnell Collection immediately inspired her 
because she felt that it was playful and feminine. She really enjoyed 
playing with the high to low aspect of the dress, and proving that stiffer 
more architectural elements can still move beautifully on the runway. 

Natalia just started using Gerber AccuMark this semester and has 
found it to be an interesting journey. “It’s much faster,” she said. “I love 
making flat patterns and digitizing them, I just think that AccuMark 3D 
is amazing.”

Natalia Gilca – 1960s

Natalia Gilca, from El Centro College, has always been inspired by the 
60s. When choosing a dress to recreate from the Darnell Collection, 
she was immediately drawn to the Adolfo because it was so much 
different than the others. In fact, she said that many of her finals in the 
last couple years of college were also inspired by the 60s. 

“I found this dress dramatic, and loved the challenge of finding the 
right fabric to make it sexy without being vulgar,” said Gilca.

In order to do this, Natalia had to hand sew many parts of the dress 
in order to hide inside seams so that there was no serging. She uses 
a lot of flat pattern making in her work. 

“Gerber’s solutions really help me manage my time, and this is extremely important because time is 
money,” said Gilca. 

Kenneth Espinosa – 1970s

Kenneth Espinosa, who attends El Centro College in Dallas, had 
many motives as he recreated a 1970s Oscar de la Renta dress 
from the Darnell Collection. After sifting through lots of varieties and 
prints of fabric, he decided that he was most inspired by flowers, 
and wanted to explore portraying them in his garment. He began by 
playing with wool that he found at the fabric store, digging fibers out 
of it and molding the wool into an actual ball. Espinosa then decided 
that these balls of wool lacked luster, and so he added different 
types of pearls that ranged from ivory, to pinkish, to lilac in color. 
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With only three weeks to complete his design, Espinosa had to move quickly and efficiently. His 
teacher instructed him to post his journey on Instagram, so as he moved through each step of his 
design process, he documented his journey. 

Espinosa had never taken a Gerber CAD class. “Although I have never used Gerber AccuMark 
personally, I have heard from many friends that it’s amazing for innovation and will make your life so 
much easier,” said Kenneth. 

Mildred Aroche – 1980s

Mildred studies at the Art Institute of California in Hollywood. She 
was immediately drawn to a 1980s dress in the Darnell Collection 
that was created by an unknown artist. Mildred chose the 80s 
because that decade is closest to the year that we are in now and 
she felt that she could relay that through her creation. She wanted 
to use layers and pleats, but had to ponder how exactly she could 
use pleats in her work. After drawing more inspiration from a 
pleated Christian Dior dress, Aroche constructed her patterns in 
one day and her garment in two. With the silk fabric that she used, 
her professor warned her that the pleats might not stay intact. 
Her creative approach to solving this challenge demonstrated her 
resiliency. 

Mildred had a few changes to make to her garment that she was 
able to easily fix with AccuMark Pattern Design, which she identified as her favorite resource while 
creating clothes. “I only knew about Gerber for a few months,” she said. “I love the simplicity of it all.”


